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[Function and Feelings: Assessing Psychosocial Outcomes for Assistive Technologies |
Professor Jeffrey W. Jutai (Interdisciplinary School of Health Sciences, University of
Ottawa, Canada Bruyére Research Institute, Ottawa, Canada)

Abstract: Purpose. The aim of this paper is to highlight the achievements and limitations of
research on assessing the outcomes of assistive technology interventions for enhancing
function and wellbeing.

Method. The research evidence for the impact of assistive technologies on psychosocial
outcomes is examined. Several approaches to improving the quality of outcomes research
pertaining to assistive technologies are described. They include acknowledging that
assistive technologies are complex health interventions, the importance of grounding
research in well-developed conceptual frameworks and theories, and the need for
measurement tools that are accessible and easy to use.

Results and Conclusions. There have been significant advances in approaches to assessing
psychosocial outcomes for assistive technologies. Several promising measurement tools
have been developed; however, fulfilling the promise of psychosocial assessment has been
difficult because of slow adoption of measurement tools by researchers and health care

professionals. More effective methods for knowledge translation are needed.
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